
Wise About Waste
Quarterly Newsletter | June - August 2026

Brought to you by Peninsula Sanitary Service, Inc.
in partnership with Stanford’s Office of Sustainability

 How Clean is Your Stream?
In 2025, 78% of SCRL 
material was recycled 
or composted. 
Thank you for recycling and 
composting correctly! In a 
survey of the Stanford 
community, the top reasons 
people cited for sorting their 
food scraps were “doing my 
part”, “reducing landfill waste”, 
and “conserving resources”.

Review the sorting tips below
to keep your streams clean! 

1. Take a responsible risk with recycling
	 •	 For plastic; if you turn it upside down and no food or liquid 	

	 falls out, it is ready for the recycling bin!
	 •	 Clean plastic film (plastic bags, shrink wrap, clean ziplocs, 	

	 cling wrap, etc.) can be bundled or bagged and recycled.
	 •	 Cardboard should be flattened and placed in the cart.
	 •	 NØ styrofoam or electronic waste is allowed.

2.	Be cautious with the compost
	 •	 Look for the word “compostable” on foodware and green 	

	 plastic bags.
	 •	 All food scraps should be sorted into the compost, but keep 	

	 the plastic packaging out.
	 •	 Food-soiled or wet paper and cardboard can be composted.

3.	Landfill as the last resort
	 •	 This material is not sorted and is sent directly to a landfill.

Reminder, all food scraps 
should be sorted into 

the compost bin.

Found something you’re not sure how to sort? Check the 
Waste Wise guide at: sustainable.stanford.edu/waste-guide

Spring Clean-Up 
Donates Material to 
the Local Community 
Thanks to your 
participation 
in the Spring 
Clean-Up Reuse 
Program, over 
820 pounds of 
material were donated to the local 
community! In total, over 29 tons 
of material were collected, 65.7% of 
which were able to be diverted. This 
tops our most recent Fall Clean-Up 
for the highest diversion rate to 
date! Missed the clean-up? Contact 
PSSI to schedule an on-call collec-
tion for an additional fee, visit 
pssirecycling.com/services/bulky, 
or keep an eye out for our Fall 
Clean-Up notification postcard 
and info in the next newsletter!

A Word About Furniture & Large 
Appliances. Furniture and large 
appliances set out for clean up will 
be collected by PSSI and sent to a 
facility to be recycled (not donated). 
If you have furniture and/or large 
appliances in good, working 
condition, you can donate them 
for reuse directly to the Goodwill of 
Silicon Valley in Palo Alto. Find out 
more at goodwillsv.org



 The Next Decade of Climate Action 
Starts Here 
On Earth Day, Stanford launched its Climate Action Plan, which 
lays the foundation to mitigate campus greenhouse emissions 
and enhance climate adaptation and resilience. Visit sustainable.
stanford.edu/progress/climate-action or scan 
the QR code to explore the actions the university 
has committed to, continuing Stanford’s legacy of 
being a climate leader.

See How SCRL’s  
Waste Stats Compare. 
Watch the 90-second 
highlight reel and explore
the latest waste stats for 
SCRL by scanning the 
QR code or visiting 
sustainable.stanford.edu/progress/zero-waste/stats 

 Drop Off Unwanted Meds Safely 
and Conveniently On Campus
You can now get rid of expired prescriptions and 
unwanted medication safely and conveniently at 
the new on-campus medical waste kiosk. Drop off 
prescription drugs, over-the-counter meds, patches, 
creams, ointments, and even pet meds at the 
Department of Public Safety (DPS) building located 
at 233 Bonair Siding Rd., Stanford. The blue bin 
medical disposal bin is located in the front lobby 
Monday–Friday, 8 a.m.–5 p.m. Visit the Waste Wise 
Guide at sustainable.stanford.edu/waste-guide 
or scan the QR code for more details. 

Visit the Sustainable
Stanford Website

Become part of the community 
of individuals who are taking 

action to create a more 
sustainable campus. 

Scan the QR code or visit
Sustainable.Stanford.edu

24/7 Account Access 
Request services, make 

secure payments, sign up for 
paperless billing, and more. 
All information is secure and 

confidential. Visit
pssirecycling.com and click 
on the red “Account Login” 

button to get started.

HOLIDAY SERVICE SCHEDULE 
The collection schedule does not change during the weeks of July 4th or Memorial Day. 

Please ensure your carts are out for collection by 6am on your regular service day.

Questions? Contact PSSI.
call - 650-321-4236  •  email - pssi@pssirecycling.com  •  website - www.pssirecycling.com


